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 In the midst of sketchy news, fake news and bad news, the fact that 
deaths are down is a little piece of good news.  CDC statistics indicate that 
total U.S. deaths are down 6.6% for everything combined. The death rate has 
been dropping since January. This year, the week after Easter death rate was 
13% lower than the same week last year. 
   

 Upon reflection this is not surprising.  Lots of things are shut down. 
Less mobility, and fewer interactions mean fewer consequences of mobility 
and interactions; less traffic means less automobile deaths, no iatrogenic 
deaths due to elective surgeries, less crime-related deaths, less death from 
poisonous, venomous or vicious critters, less plain-old flu and pneumonia 
death because of spatial distancing, etc. It is an interesting reset of social and 
ecological reality. 
 

 The good news is that deaths are down.  But there is still a lot of fear.  
Fear that sometimes appears to even be promoted by the media. “If It Bleeds, 
It Leads.” Ever since ‘Jaws’, people are a little more nervous around sharks. 
   

 The antidote for fear is knowledge.  We are facing a viral enemy.  
Know your enemy.  If we can understand a virus and look at the world from 
its point of view, we may be able to develop some strategies for coping with 
it.  You see, currently we are being told the things to do, but are not being 
told why.  And it is a little like the telephone secret game.  Each telling,    
alters the message until finally the message is garbled and self-contradictory.  
Here’s the truth.   

 

BERGY’S BABBLE:  “DEATHS ARE DOWN” 

… /// ... 
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 A virus can’t pole vault.  It can’t sprint.  It can’t fly or swim.  It has no 
independent means of locomotion.  It can only helplessly move in one direc-

tion….downstream or downwind.  It is a hitchhiker on currents which occasion-
ally encounter a surface area. If it is lucky and lands on polished marble, it may 
get picked up by another organism before it disappears. If it lands on a dog with 

10 trillion hairs, it is pretty much toast: Stuck there until the sun or soap        
destroys its protective cover. 
   

 A virus that has not gotten into a cell is inert, not even classified as 
‘alive’.  Actually to get one, you have to collect it yourself. It is a hitchhiker; a 
non-motile ark full of RNA that is not even alive enough to perceive danger, 
much less to avoid it.  
 

 It is hard to visualize how small a virus is. You can’t even see one 
through a regular microscope.  If a virus were the size of a tennis ball, you 
would be 500 miles tall.  Miles!  That’s tall.  If your feet are on planet Earth, 
your head would twice as far out in space as the International Space Station.  
Or to paraphrase the old blues song.  “Well, she long and she tall.  She gots her 
head in the kitchen and her feetsies in the hall.” In the viral world, you have 
your feet in Houston and your head an hour north of Oklahoma City!  
 

 A virus is so dumb, it can’t even have an idea.  It makes up for its     
stupidity by being persistent and ubiquitous.  Its existence depends on three 
tendencies. Here is the mission statement of a virus:  LAND.  STICK.      
MERGE.   That’s it.  
 

 The landing is the most daunting of tasks.  It is very much an improba-
bility.  Crossing one inch of space for a human, is interstellar space for a virus. 
 

  Let’s visualize an infinitely small cluster of 100,000 viruses getting 
sneezed out 10 yards in front of you.  Within a fraction of second, it is totally 
scattered.  The odds of one of them landing on you and sticking are about the 
same as the odds of you becoming the Pope.  As you walk toward the aeroso-
lized cluster you are pushing air in front of you at what??  Maybe 1 mph.  You 
don’t even feel the airflow around you.  However, the largest virus would expe-
rience that airflow as a hundred times more crushing than a hurricane on a news 
anchor at the beach.  It would ride the air mass in front of you until backed up 
friction forced it into flowing around you, (for it, at interstellar speeds) like  
water in a mountain stream cataract crashing around a large boulder. 
  … /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Deaths Are Down” 
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  Remember, it moves downstream and downwind.  It is counterintui-
tive.  In our-sized world we stay downwind so the bear doesn’t smell us and 
eat us.  In the virus-sized world we stay upwind so we don’t catch it,     
because it is going the other way at warp speed with the wind. 
 

 This is why medical advice includes good air circulation.  Stand in 
the airflows of a fan and a virus can’t land.  It is said that for a combat   
Marine, the future is just a theory.  A virus lives in that hostile an environ-
ment.  If with luck it lands on something hard, it’ll hang out until it is 
moved by something else like your finger, right before you pick your nose 
or rub your eye, if it hasn’t already been neutralized by sunlight or Lysol. 
 

 The University of Arizona ‘infected’ a door handle with a fluid  
containing a dye only visible to ultraviolet light.  In four hours, it spread 
through the whole building ‘infecting’ half of the occupants and showing up 
on mostly every shared piece of office equipment and furniture.  Whatever 
was touched after the first door handle was revealed by the UV light.  Faces 
were, in particular, since we touch our faces about 16 times an hour. 
 

 Oddly enough, kissing is one of the least effective ways to spread a 
CoVid-19 virus.  The fluids involved go to your stomach instead of your 
lungs.  Actually, even sneezes and coughs aren’t the most efficient spreaders 
of viruses.  The best way, by far, to send or receive a virus is physically by 
touching surfaces. 
 

 So…..Don’t let it LAND!  Stand in, or create an airflow around you. 

If you are shopping keep moving.  If someone is sneezing or expectorating 
upwind from you move out of the airstream.  CoVid-19 is invisible but you 
have a pretty good idea how it behaves so move out of the space of its   

limited behavioral repertoire. 
 
 

 Don’t let it STICK!  Wash your hands. Disinfect large surfaces, 
especially hard ones.  Wash your hands again.  And don’t forget to wash 
your hands.  And if you have been scratching your nose…..ha….I caught 

you, wash your face.  And if you hear a sneeze in the kitchen, cancel that 
order of nachos. 

… /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Deaths Are Down” 
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 Don’t let it MERGE!  Be very aware of where you put your hands. 
Keep your wonderful immune system healthy.  Exercise, take those vitamins 
especially C.  Moderate eating and drinking.  Quit smoking and drugging. 
Rest and sleep enough.  Pass on that tattoo until next fall (your immune   
system is going to be too busy attacking the subcutaneous ink, both immedi-
ately and for the rest of your life.)  That’s why tats fade.  Why make your 
body work harder to keep you well? 
 

 Wow, too much information.  But it involves guidelines I follow.  
Airstream awareness is critical!!!  It is probably a good idea to wear a mask.  
Especially since it is illegal now to not wear one in public.  But it would be 
even more effective protection to buy a lanyard large enough to hang a fan 
around your neck which would insure that your face was always upstream 
from the airflow in the environment.  
  

 That will help with spatial distancing also, because people at Wal-
Mart will look at you funny and stare and point.   
  

 Meanwhile, enjoy a blessed day in a vibrant universe…..… BERGY 

 

 … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Deaths Are Down” 

Next  
 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, May 20, 2020  

at 2:00 p.m. in the Annex. 
 
 
 

Church Council 
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MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 

FEBRUARY 19, 2020 
 

The February 2020 Church Council meeting was called to order by 
President Wendy Lambeth on Wednesday, February 19, 2020 at 2:15 
p.m.  Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 

In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Bettie 
Baring, Pat Curran, Deacon Karen Davidson, Julie Kilkenny, Bettye 
Raschke, Wayne Schaper, Kay Vaccaro and Sharon Wagner, as well 
as special guests Hazeley Ruthstrom-Cole, Penny Schick and Hans 
Sunder.  Francisco Gonzalez was not in attendance.   
 

The minutes from the January Council Meeting were submitted by 
Julie Kilkenny and unanimously approved by Council.  They will be 
submitted for publication in Crossties and on the website.  
 

President Lambeth stated that per the HCLC Constitution [Section 
C12.03]  if a Council member is absent from three consecutive 
Council meetings without cause, that position shall be declared  
vacant by the Council.  Including this meeting, Council member 
Francisco Gonzalez has missed the last four meetings.  Members 
noted the need for a full Council to undertake the challenges of the 
upcoming year.  A motion to declare his seat vacant was made,  
seconded and approved.  Secretary Kilkenny will notify him by 
phone and registered letter of this decision.  Council agreed to wait 
until the next meeting to fill this position.  
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Penny Schick, on behalf of the Nominating Committee, presented the 
slate of candidates for the election of officers at the Congregational 
Meeting Part II on March 8, 2020.  
 

    President:    Wendy Lambeth  
    Secretary:    Julie Kilkenny  
    Treasurer:    Ricki Finstad  
    Council (3 positions):     Nancy Beamesderfer, John Cooper,  
    Linda Cuzzort, Madelyn Price  
    Nominating Committee:  Alice Braun, Glenda Schaper,  
    Christine Vasquez, John Wenger  
    Endowment Committee:  Pat Boessling, Sharon Wagner  
 

Council passed by acclamation the motion to add Hazeley Ruthstrom-
Cole to the list of candidates for Council.  Ms. Schick, on behalf of the 
congregation, expressed her profound appreciation to Wayne Schaper 
for his many years of service to Holy Cross as Treasurer.   
 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Wayne Schaper.  He noted 
encouraging figures for the month.  Offerings for the month of January 
were $31,599.  Although this was a decrease of $76,518 from Decem-
ber offerings, it was an increase of $10,529 over January 2019; Mr. 
Schaper noted it is not unusual for the December offerings to be higher 
than other months.  Expenses for January were $30,166, a $10,122   
decrease from December ($8,989 decrease from January 2019).       
The checking account balance at 1/31/20 was $282,786, not including 
restricted funds.  (Families may direct memorial donations toward a 
specific fund by consulting with Pastor Berggren for ideas.) The      
Endowment Committee has $397 interest available for disbursement.  
The Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved as presented.  
  

Pastoral Staff Reports: 
 

Pastor Berggren reported that he and Deacon Davidson have been  
going through the professional evaluation process.  He remarked that it 
has been a good experience, a time to reflect, retool and prepare for 
the upcoming year.   

  

…///… Council Minutes — February 19, 2020 
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He noted that the ELC was at capacity, with 72 students, 8 teachers, 
and 10 prayer pals (for the Pre-K class).  He will attend a Boundaries 
Workshop at Christ the King Lutheran Church.  He continues hospi-
tal visits with HCLC members and friends.  
 

Deacon Davidson reported on her activities for the month. She 
preached at the WELCA Thank Offering service.  She completed her 
annual reports for the Synod. She also attended a Boundaries Work-
shop at Kinsman Lutheran Church.  She is looking forward to a con-
tinuing education event on the Rapture on March 1 st, “An Evening 
with Dr. Barbara Rossing.”  Deacon Davidson will begin attending 
the monthly Synod Conference meetings. She remarked that in     
January she logged 300 miles visiting with homebound members and 
friends of the congregation.   
 

Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 

Bettie Baring reported on WELCA activities.  There was a WELCA board 
meeting on February 2nd, and the Nominating Committee presented the slate 
of officers for the upcoming election.  WELCA is asking for volunteers to 
staff the Hospitality area at the upcoming Craft Sale on March 28th.  There 
are sponsors for all of the Lenten meals (after the Wednesday services).   
Work continues on the congregational luncheon on March 15th.     
 

President Lambeth updated Council on the Telge property.  The sale 
of Lot 3 closed in January, and Lot 4 should close on February 28 th.   
Lots 1 and 2 remain available.  Ms. Lambeth reported that Mark  
Kilkenny has resigned from the Telge Committee due to work obli-
gations.  Council approved the appointment of Warren Schick to fill 
this vacancy, as he was Council President when the Telge Committee 
was formed.   
 

Other Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 

• Ms. Lambeth noted that the project to get removable signage for 
the west parking lot is in progress and should be ready in time for 
the Craft Sale in March.  Barbara Neumann is coordinating this     
effort, and the Crafty Ladies group will provide funds.  

… /// ... 

  

…///… Council Minutes — February 19, 2020 
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• President Lambeth reported that the Eagle Scout Media Class-
room conversion is complete. The upgraded storage cabinet was 
installed, and a new projector was purchased.  Leftover funds will 
be used for other renovations to the room.  Council agreed that 
HCLC would like to recognize Brett Koehn at the service on  
February 23rd for his (and Troop 641’s) gracious service to the 
congregation.  

 

• Ms. Lambeth noted that the professional evaluations went well.  
The discussions have been helpful, and she noted that 
“Communication is key!”  

 

• There was a brief discussion of Building and Grounds issues.  
Ms. Kilkenny will contact a plumber to get the urinal in the 
men’s room by the church offices fixed.  

 

• Job Openings:  Ms. Wagner noted with frustration that the 
Youth & Family Director search was still active.  Council also 
discussed the ongoing search for a new Organist, as Palm     
Sunday will be Cathy Elijah’s last Sunday.       

 
New Business: 
 

• Ms. Lambeth reported that the Financial Review Committee is 
scheduled to meet February 21st.  Establishing up the investment 
account for the proceeds from Telge lot sales has taken longer 
than expected, as there are more registration requirements for 
nonprofit organizations.  She requested an additional member be 
added to the committee, bringing the total to five members. 
Council approved that Warren Schick be appointed to this com-
mittee. 

 
• Building Use request:  Mr. Schaper reported that Spring Branch 

ISD requested the use of the Youth Room April 20 -28, 2020 
(6:45 a.m. – 7:15 p.m.) for early voting.  Council approved this 
request. 
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The next Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 25, 
2020 at 1:30 p.m. [This meeting was subsequently cancelled due 
to the Corona virus stay-at-home order.] 
 
Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord ’s 
Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Julie Kilkenny 

Council Secretary 

  

…///… Council Minutes — February 19, 2020 

 
 

DATE 
 
 

1st READING 
 
 

PSALM 
 
 

2nd READING 
 
 

GOSPEL 

 
05/03/2020 

 
 
 
 

Acts  
2:42-47 

 
 
 

23 

 
 
 
 

1 Peter 
2:19-25 

 
 
 

John 
10:1-10 

 
05/10/2020 

 
 
 
 

Acts  
7:55-60 

 
 

31:1-5,  
15-16 

 
 
 
 

1 Peter 
2:2-10 

 
 
 

John 
14:1-14 

 
 

05/17/2020 

 
 
 

Acts  
17:22-31 

 
 
 

66:8-20 

 
 

1 Peter 
3:13-22 

 
 
 

John 
14:15-21 

 
 
 

05/24/2020 

 
 
 

Acts  
1:6-14 

 
 
 
 

68:1-10, 
32-35 

 
 

1 Peter 
4:12-14; 5:6-11  

 

John 
17:1-11 

 
 
 

05/31/2020 

 
 
 

Numbers  
11:24-30 

 
 
 
 

104:24-34, 
35b 

 
 

1 Corinthians 
12:3b-13 

 

John 
20:19-23 

 

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 
 

 

MAY 2020 
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MINUTES FROM  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING PART II 
 
 

MARCH 8, 2020 
 

 

The March 2020 Congregational Meeting (Part II) was called to  
order by President Wendy Lambeth on Sunday, March 8, 2020 at 
10:30 a.m.  Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a prayer.    
   

It was determined that a quorum was present.  Packets including 
committee and ministry reports and minutes from the Congregational 
Meeting Part I were distributed at the beginning of the meeting.  Ms. 
Lambeth proposed that the minutes from the Congregational Meeting 
Part I, which were included in the packet, be approved.  It was    
motioned, seconded and approved by acclamation.  
 

President Lambeth thanked the Nominating Committee for its work 
during the year, and Penny Schick presented the report from the 
Nominating Committee.  She recognized the other members of the 
committee (David Dukleth, Marilyn Flick, Gloria McGarvey and 
Sharon Wagner) for their efforts, as well as the nominees for their 
willingness to serve.  She presented the Committee’s slate of nomi-
nees to the congregation.  There were no nominations from the floor, 
and the congregation voted by acclamation to approve the slate as 
presented.  Ballots were distributed to the congregation by tellers 
Warren Schick and Hans Sunder.  
 

While the votes were being counted several items were discussed.  
  

• Ms. Lambeth gave an update on developments on the Telge Prop-
erty, noting the sale of two lots, and there was brief discussion 
among those present.   

 

• Pat Boessling asked the congregation to recognize and thank 
members of Church Council and all who serve Holy Cross.  She 
expressed her profound gratitude to Wayne Schaper, Sr., for his 
many years of service to Holy Cross as Treasurer; this was      
echoed with a round of applause by the congregation.   

 … /// ... 
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• Marsha Thompson and Kay Vaccaro announced the upcoming  
congregational luncheon on March 15, 2020, to celebrate Holy 
Cross’s 65th anniversary. 

 

• Pastor Berggren remarked on “the Miracle at Wirt and Westview.”  
In 2019, the East Spring Branch Food Pantry fed 34,772 people.  

 
President Lambeth announced the results of the voting and advised 
the congregation of those with time remaining in their terms:  
 

 President (1 year term):   Wendy Lambeth 

 Secretary (1 year term):   Julie Kilkenny 

 Treasurer (1 year term):   Ricki Finstad 

 Church Council (2 year term):    

 Nancy Beamesderfer, John Cooper, Linda Cuzzort  
   (returning members with 1 year left:    
 Kay Vaccaro, Sharon Wagner)  

 Nominating Committee (1 year term):   
 Alice Braun, Glenda Schaper, Christine Vasquez, John Wenger  

 Endowment Committee (2year term):   
 Pat Boessling, Sharon Wagner  
 (returning members with 1 year left:   
 Ricki Finstad, Ruby Schaper)  
 

President Lambeth expressed her gratitude to all of the candidates 
who ran for office, and Pastor Berggren led the congregation in the 
Lord’s prayer.   
 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was ended at 10:55 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Julie M. Kilkenny 
Secretary, Church Council  
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We celebrate the installation of officers 
======================== 
                            2020 

we pray 
Council Officers (1 year term):  

President:   Wendy Lambeth 
Secretary:   Julie Kilkenny 
Treasurer:   Ricki Finstad 

 

Council Members (2 year term):    
 Nancy Beamesderfer, John Cooper, Linda Cuzzort  
   (1 year term):    
 Hazeley Ruthstrom-Cole  
 (Appointed by Council 4/25/20 to fill vacant seat) 
 

 [Returning Council members (1 year remaining): 

 Kay Vaccaro, Sharon Wagner]  

Nominating Committee (1 year term):   
 Alice Braun, Glenda Schaper,  

 Christine Vasquez, John Wenger  

Endowment Committee (2year term):   
 Pat Boessling, Sharon Wagner  
 

 (Returning Committee members (1 year remaining):   
 Ricki Finstad, Ruby Schaper]  

 

.     .     .     .     .     . 
 

Many thanks to all the candidates who ran for office, to outgoing Members 
of Council (Bettie Baring, Pat Curran, Francisco Gonzales, Bettye 
Raschke, Wayne Schaper, Sr.)  Nominating Committee (David Dukleth, 
Marilyn Flick, Gloria McGarvey, Penny Schick), and Endowment Commit-
tee (Joyce Huey).  
 

And of course, thanks to all who serve in so many other capacities, often 
behind the scenes.  Your dedicated service certainly enriches life at Holy 
Cross! 
 
New officer’s terms effective 4/1/20 
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PLEASE UPDATE YOUR DIRECTORY 

HILARIO, Eliseo “J.R.” 

832-275-5763 

9421 Colleen Rd. 

Houston, TX 77080 

MOSBURG, Yvonne 

Moved to a Senior Living 

Home in Nebraska. 

RECYCLED CARDS FOR ST. JUDE PROGRAM 
 

Please remember to keep your cards (i.e. Christmas, Valentine’s Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, etc.) and other cards 
for the children at St. Jude.   
 

When it’s convenient and safe cards can be placed in the box located in 
the Family Life Center and I will send them to St. Jude for the         
children's projects.  
 

Nancy Beamesderfer 

HAPPPY  
MOTHER’S DAY! 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact the Church Office so that the list can be corrected.  

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

 

11  David Neumann 

 Catalina Villegas 

13 Socorro Samano 

15 Mario Torres 

16 LaVerna Wegner 

17 Bettie Baring 

19      Jo Ann Wood 

23  Sussy Terry  
 

 1 Jackson Lambeth 

 4 Carol Prokofieff  

 5 Stephanie Walton 

 6 Nannette Luker 

 7 Dolores Abrego 

María García 

  8 Jadher Abad 

10 Pat Hartfiel 

 Antonio López 
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R e m e m b e r  i n  P r a y e r  
 

The homebound, disabled, long-term 

ill and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 
Betty Firth 
Clarice Gross 

Elaine Snell 
Rosie Stork 
Doris Wahlberg 

 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 
 

MARCH SERVICES 1,7, and 15, 2020 

Saturday Informal Service  :   12 

Sunday Traditional Service :   55 

Ash Wednesday Service: 53 

Lenten services (4 &11) : 36 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

If you have any questions call  
Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  

 

MARCH 2020 
 

    Receipts       $   19,555.00        

    Expenses           27,193.41 

    Balance     < $     7,638.41  > 
                                                                                                                           ========== 

Operational receipts                                                         
  year to date received   ……..   $ 76,423.00        

Expenditures year to date ..…       83,867.25 

Balance                                  < $   7,444.25 >  
                                                                         ========= 

 

YTD Building Rental $ 0.00 

If you are not receiving HCLC 
Prayer Request emails and would 
like to, please contact: 
 

Renee Allcorn 
 

   allcornr@gmail.com  
  

or call (713) 254-8638   
 

Note that Prayer Request emails 
are sent out daily. If you are on 
the email list and did not receive 
any email, please contact Renee. 

CHURCH OFFICE  

HOURS 
 
 

Monday—Thursday 
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Friday 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. 

You  may sign up for  
Altar Flowers in the Narthex.  
Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $12.00 for a rose. 

Shelby Bockeloh 

Harold Braun 

Jay Byerly  

Verlene Furley 

Fred Gardner 

Jim Haley 

Norma Hines 

Nanette Luker 

Louise McDonnold 

Kim Rose 

Billy Sosa 

Dustin Todd 

Nancy Walton 

Victims of CoVid-19 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100  Church Office  

101  Sussy Terry  

103  Rev. Jim Berggren  Senior Pastor 

105  Karen Davidson  Deacon 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) 

“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  
gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Karen Davidson — Deacon                  
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIAN 
 

      Cathy Elijah          Music Director / Organist 
     

 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

  Wendy Lambeth                           President 

  Sharon Wagner                       Vice-President    

     Julie Kilkenny               Secretary   

     Ricki Finstad               Treasurer 

SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Informal Service 6:00 p. m.—AT 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.—WC 

 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

email:  holycrosselc4@gmail.com 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

Office Manager and 
Events Coordinator 


